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They were right over our heads now, and seeing
our three machines they dropped two bombs on them,
luckily missing their mark. Then they turned and
fled, but our own pilots were up in the air in a
moment and shot down one of them before our eyes
within the next five minutes. After cursing the
look-out, who had left his post to join in the general
rejoicings, we went back to our breakfast, but before
long the enemy aircraft were after us again. Again
our pilots went up, and chased them back to Deraa,
shooting one down on almost the exact spot where
they had forced down Junor four days before. This
finally sickened them, and they never troubled us
again.
While this was going on, Lawrence told us more
about what had been happening in Palestine, The
effect of the operations on the igth and 20th had
been to swing the battle-front round through a right
angle, the pivot being the left of the Turkish line at
the north end of the Dead Sea. Here stood our old
enemy the Fourth Army, as yet almost intact, and
it was against them that the next drive would come.
Meanwhile the cavalry were to push across to Deraa
and Damascus in the hope of finally cutting off
their retreat and that of the remnants of the
Seventh and Eighth Armies, which had been
smashed to pieces. Anything we could do to check
the Fourth Army would be useful, and Allenby
wanted us to make sure that railway communica-
tion was denied to them. The only Handley-Page
machine on the Palestine front would fly over to us
that afternoon with petrol for our cars and for the
two Bristols which were to be left with us, and
rations for our British personnel. Lawrence him-
self would fly on to Azraq in one of the Bristols to